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; - I WAS MY SWORD 
Li= CARELESS! WAS MESSED 
oy ai DAMN UP FROM 
of ITH! FIGHTING 
y g THOSE 
HUNDRED 


MEN!! 


TIME’S 
UPl! 


RAIDERS 
CAPTAIN/! 


IF YOU OBEY 
ME AND THROW 
DOWN YOUR SWORD, 
I WOULDN'T BE 
OPPOSED TO LETTING 
YOU LIVE AS MY 
OWN PERSONAL TOY 
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STRUGGLE, \ 
IT'S 
USELESSI! | 


EVEN IF YOU 
WISH TO FIGHT, 
CAN YOU EVEN 
MOVE FREELY?! 
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STAB STAB 
STAB STAB! 


MY WAY!! 
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YOU CAN 
EXPECT TO 
LOSE A LIMB 
OR TWO!! 


THEN YOU 
CAN TAKE YOUR 
TIME DECIDING 
WHETHER 
YOU'LL BE MY 
CAPTIVE OR 
DIE IN THIS 
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WAS SAID 

TO BE THE 

MIGHTIEST 

KNIGHT IN is 2] 

ALL OF Y fis A ae (| 

CHUDER!! Za UNBEAT- 
(2 im, Wy 4eze siz | 

BOSCOGNI!/] 


YOU FOOLS!! 

THE GENERAL'S DEFEAT 
DOESN'T AFFECT OUR 
MILITARY SUPERIORITY!! 
WHY ARE YOU 
FALTERING?/ 


USELESS 
BOSCOGN!! 
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TH-THE 
ENEMY'S 
STANDARD?! 
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OR 


DON'T YOU 
FOOLS GET 


YOUR 
LEADER'S DEADI! 
IT'S PLAIN AS DAY 

THE FORTRESS 
HAS FALLEN// 


COMMENCE 
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OPPOSITION!! 
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M-MORONS/! 
WHO TOLD YOu 


STILL 
HERE/! 


HAVE YOU 


ANY IDEA 
HOW MUCH 
OF MY 
PERSONAL 


MEANS HAS \ 


IT'S BEEN 
QUITE SOME 
TIME, LORD 

GENNON. 


KW atl 


C-COULD YOU 
FIND SOME WAY TO 
OVERLOOK THIS? 


FOR YOU EVER SINCE 
THAT DAY...AND I'VE 
WAITED EAGERLY FOR 
THE DAY CHANCE 
WOULD ALLOW US 
TO MEET AGAIN 

: LIKE THIS!! 


aa TO BETRAY 
\) I'VE BEEN SEARCHING THAT ipl THE 


UNFORTUNATE 
MATTER OF 
US BEING 


NOW... OY 


ENEMIES ce} J 


YOU AND | 
I'VE BEEN /| 
GOOD TO \ 


FORGOTTEN 
THAT NIGHT 


IT WAS JUST 
ONE NIGHT, 
BUT OHV... 
HOW I'VE 

YEARNED FOR 
THAT AGAIN. 


-..WOULD BY ANY 
MEANS EVEN 
SO MUCH AS 


HOWEVER, IT \, \ 
WOULD BE Quite \) @ 
BEYOND REASON 

TO SAY THAT 

I'VE YEARNED 


I SIMPLY 
ee HAVE NO 
R EMOTIONAL 


LIKE A 
STONE panes 


LYING BY 

THE SIDE AT ALL. 
OF THE 
PATH I 
WALK... 


RESENTMENT, 
ENDEARMENT... 


I JUST 
TOOK THE 
LIBERTY OF 
USING YOU 
WHEN THE 

OPPORTUNITY 
APPEARED. 


BASTARD 
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HAVING 
YOUR LOOSE 
TONGUE SPREAD 
SSS fy II|\\\X\N PETTY RUMORS 
SLIGHTLY SS ABOLIT ME... 
INCONVEN- _ 
ENT. 


BELIEVE IT 
WORKED 


YEAH, I'M 
FEELING 
A LITTLE 


DON'T MIND ME...YOU 
GUYS GO SEE IF ANY 
ENEMIES REMAIN IN 
THE FORTRESS. 
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THAT HE'S 
SOMEHOW 
OUT OF 

REACH... 


SOMEWHERE 
FAR AWAY... 


..WHEN THE 
BATTLE IS OVER i 
AND GRIFFITH IS ALWAYS 
SURROUNDED BY THINK 
EVERYONE THIS... 


CHEERING IN 


VICTORY... 
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TRIUMPHANT 
RETURN 


HIS 
AMBITION IS Pc de 
OUTRAGEOUS! sn oY - © 
HEEDLESS Zties aww 
OF HIS ose = ; 
OWN SOCIAL = 
STANDING... ‘ 
UNPARALLELED geri a \ 
IMPUDENCE! | i Pea | ee ey Ay las Done 
; x be VERY WELL 
y FOR HIMSELF 
THESE YEARS 
SINCE HE 
” APPEARED IN 
: tg MIDLAND. 
* 
THE WAR, 
WHICH HAS meng 
delete FALLEN 
SO LONG, ‘ 
WILL END 
FOR NOW. /| 


ee Pe 


- IT’S CERTAIN 
: THAT HE WILL 
. TRY TO ASSERT 
2 y HIMSELF EVEN 
ae WITHIN OUR - 
So ae) Wear 
oo WMONgST i GOVERNMENT! 
< THE PEOPLE — 
THESE DAYS IS 
TREMENDOUS! 
i a 
R j ? 
Lie ff 

EVEN HIS 42. () i 
MAJESTY : . 

SEEMS TO HOW 
HAVE AN COULD SOME 
EXTREME > , UPSTART 

AMOUNT OF s KNIGHT WHO 

CONFIDENCE S KNOWS NOTHING 
IN HIM! \ SS BUT COMBAT 
: BE ABLE TO 
AN af GOVERN 
NS Ly ANYTHING?! 


HIS MAJESTY WILL 
ALSO GRANT THE 
WHITE TITLE, THE 
SUPREME RANK OF 
THE MIDLAND ARMY 
SHARED BY THE 
WHITE TIGERS AND 
WHITE DRAGONS, 
TO HIM AND 
HIS BAND... 


IN THAT CASE, 
HIS POLITICAL 
AUTHORITY WILL 
INEVITABLY SEE 
SUBSTANTIAL 
GROWTH! 
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SOURCE. 
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ACCORDING TO 
INFORMATION I HAVE 
OBTAINED, DUE TO THE 
BAND OF THE HAWK'S 
SUCCESS IN CAPTURING Eee, 
DOLDREY, HIS MAJESTY 
PLANS TO GRANT 
GRIFFITH THE POSITION 
. OF GENERAL. 
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CREDIBLE, 
MINISTER?! 


- THAT HE 

IS A BIT TOO 

BEREFT OF 
DISCRETION... 


? \ I a / a \ : eS 


BUT, 
MINISTER 
FOSS... 
WHAT OF THE 
YOU NEEDN'T WORRY. EVEN | OFF CHANCE B-BUT 
OUR SCHEME IS THIS 
IF A MISTAKE IS MADE, SUCH A] Gomes to neAy 
THING WOULD NEVER HAPPEN. iguro oe 
FIRST OFF, WE WILL NOT HAVE ‘LL ri 
ANY DIRECT INVOLVEMENT. ANTIARIS. 
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HAVE 
NO 
AN 
FEAR. V INSTANTLY 
<) DEADLY 
= . EY POISON. WE 
a3 es PN] WILL PUT THIS 
a | ee = “| IN HIS GOBLET 
= | ~~” WHILE HE 
ip a ENJOYS THE 
VICTORY 
CELEBRATION. 
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SUGGEST 
HAPPEN, 


EVEN IF 
WHAT YOu 
WERE TO 
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SETTLED 
PRIVATEL 


SUCH AS 
THAT FROM 
THE QUEEN, 

WE HAVE 

NOTHING 

TO FEAR 


FOR THE 
SAKE OF 
THE KINGDOM, 
AND FOR ALL 
THAT IS 
JUST! 


IT WAS WISE OF ME 4 
TO PLANT THE IDEA 
THAT GENERAL JULIUS’ 
DEATH WAS A PLOT 


DESIGNED BY GRIFFITH. 


BUT TO THINK THAT 
SHE WOULD GO 
S50 FAR AS TO 
VOLUNTEER TO 
LEAD THIS 
PLAN.. 


I AM NOT 
ABOUT TO 
ALLOW THE 
LONG AND 
GLORIOUS 
HISTORY OF 
MIDLAND'S 
RULE TO BE 
TRAMPLED 
UPON BY 
THIS LOWLY 
COMMONER 
FROM WHO 
KNOWS 
WHERE! 


= THE CONFIDENTIAL 
= INFORMATION THAT 


THE QUEEN AND 
‘GENERAL JULIUS 
WERE INVOLVED 
IN A LOVE AFFAIR 
UNBEKNOWNST 
TO HIS 
MAJESTY. 
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IT ALSO 
EXISTS IN 
ORDER TO PLUCK 
THIS PARASITE, 
WHO WOULD 
EVENTUALLY 
INFECT EVEN THE 
RULE OF OUR 
KINGDOM, FROM 
THE LION'S BODY 
BEFORE THE 
DISEASE 


TAKE HEED, 
ALL OF YOU. 
WHILE THIS PLOT 
WILL ENSURE 
HEREAFTER THAT 
THE SECURITY OF 
YOUR SOCIAL 
STANDINGS 
WILL NO LONGER 
BE THREATENED 
BY THIS MAN... 


NATURALLY 
YOU ARE 
CORRECT. 


4 PATRIOTISM 
ABOVE ALL. 


THEREFORE 


TIME TO GIVE | 


4 TO HIS 


AS ALL HAD HOPED, 
UNDER THE GUISE oF A) 
POLITICAL MARRIAGE, I 
CONVENIENTLY ENTERED 

= THIS KINGDOM AS THE 
| QUEEN OF MIDLAND RATHER 
THAN THE KING’S WIFE. < 
THAT HAS BEEN MY.” 
DISPOSITION TOWARDS M 
WEAK-LOVING. HUSBAND. 
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NEA me LA 
I HAVE, IN THE SAME 
WAY PUBLICLY, 
FAITHFULLY FULFILLED 
MY ROLE AS HIS 
o MAJESTY'S QUEEN 
a THESE TEN-ODD 


NO, PERHAPS THAT WAS 
AN ESCAPE FROM SORROW 
* OVER THE DEATH OF THE. 

FORMER QUEEN, SAID TO 


. JUST HOW MUCH I 
7 RESIDED WITHIN THE 
WARMTH OF THE SKIN 
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NOT. : 
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I HEARD HE 
BEAT GENERAL 
BOSCOGNI!! 


HE'S THE ( 
MIGHTIEST /3 


= THIS IS AMAZIN’// I'VE 
YOU KNOW, NOBODY WHY DON'T YOU NEVER SEEN A 
EVEN IMAGINED ALL TRY WAVING ONCE, WELCOME THIS BIG 
THIS THREE YEARS > ¢ CAPTAIN? YOU'RE FOR A VICTORY!! 
, THE HERO THIS ratty 
TIME, AFTER ALL. 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER? YOU'RE 
SPACING OLT... CAPTAIN? 
AND YOU LOOK {£— 
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TELL 

ME,DOES| your 4 

THIS LOOK } HIGHNESS, ( || 
STRANGE? 


OHHHH/ 
HERE 


HE 
5, COMES! 


WELL, THEN! 
\ THAT'S GETTING My, LORD 
A BIT TOO GRIFFITH IS SO 
1 \ FAMILIAR WITH POPULAR! THE 
Ge HIM, I'D SAY! WOMEN ARE 

: MAKING SUCH 
A Fuss! 


PLEASE 
KEEP STILL, 
YOUR 
HIGHNESS. 


S a 


S IMPOSSIBLE AMIDST 
WAIT UNTIL THE 
VICTORY BALL 


ALL THIS NOISE. PLEASE 
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BASTARD. 
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MY APOLOGIES, 
BUT A SMALL 
MATTER HAS 
ARISEN, SO T 

MUST EXCUSE 

MYSELF. 
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AHA, SO 
THIS |S 
WHERE ALL 
THE TAX 
MONEY 
FROM THE 
MASSES 
ENDS UP. 


EMBARRAS- ir 
SING... ff 


C'MON, STIC 
YOUR CHEST 
OUT! THEY 
KNOW IF YOU 
AIN'T SURE OF 
YOURSELF! 


wlT FEELS 
LIKE WE'VE 
FINALLY 
MADE IT 


--L NEVER YOU'RE RIGHT, 


WOULD'VE EVEN WE REALLY HAVE. ag TN 
THOUGHT OF TO BE STANDING |/aV le Sy 
A DREAM LIKE HERE IN A KIND OF rn aC. 

THIS, BEING PLACE I'VE ONLY , 24) 
IN A BIG HEARD OF IN = 47. 
CASTLE HALL FAIRY TALES... ~ 33 


SURROUNDED 
BY NOBILITY. / 


IT'S LIKE I'M 
DREAMING OR 
SOMETHING. 


ae 


AREN'T TALES OF \_y 


NOT AT ALL. BATTLE RATHER Vl 
THEY'RE BARBARIC AND GRIFFITH/: 


STIMULATING! BORING FOR 
LADIES? 


™~ 


THEY SAY 
THE BAND 
OF THE HAWK 
4 WAS ACTIVELY 
OB INVOLVED AGAIN. 7 
DO TELL MORE. 


WELL, 
PLease! LATER 
ON? 


YOU'RE THE ONE, 
BEN, ARENT You? THE 
BAN, CAPTAIN OF THE 
FE OR RAIDERS WHO 
{BEAT GENERAL 
BOSCOGN IN 


SINGLE 


wow! 


<— COMBAT? Ry 
DV ee2 TE OG 
4 iw J. 6 


yan aN 


BAND | 
We WANT OF THE 


TO HEAR 


WELLLL, 


GENERAL YOU'RE 
BOSCOGN RIGHT, 
WAS WORLD ACTUALLY. 
RENOWNED 
FOR BEING 
SUCH A 


HERO! 


I HEARD YOU 
ALSO DEFEATED 
A HUNDRED 
ENEMIES BY 
YOURSELF. 
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EASE THEY 
ANSWERED 
THE PRAYER 
OUR KINGDOM 
HAS HELD 
DEAR FOR 


BUT I DON'T 

SUPPOSE THE gms 
GENERALS | 
CAN FAIL TO 
RECOGNIZE |. 
THE TRUTH... 


INNER 
| AGGRES-\ 
| SIONIF | LY 
EVER 
I'VE 


Y 
THOSE ARE I 
THE WORDS WOULD 
OF SOME STAKE 
MINISTER OUTA 7 
OF STATE, SHARE 
SIR 


_ 
YOU DID WELL 
TO SPEAK UP 
FOR HIM. 
(Zs. EXCELLENT 
> FORESIGHT, 


WILL END. 
WOULD IT BE 
THAT THE PEACE 
WHICH WILL 
FOLLOW LASTS 
FOR TIME 
IMMEMORIAL... 


BUT FOR 
BETTER OR 
WORSE, IN A 

WORLD OF PEACE, 
WARRIORS LIKE 
US WHO LIVE 
BY THE SWORD 
MUST ALSO FIND 
A MEANS OF 

SURVIVAL 
WITHIN THIS 

RESPLENDENT 
CASTLE. 


HE IS TOO 
CONSPICHOUS 
TO PROCEED 
PEACEFULLY AND 
UNEVENTFULLY 
INSIDE THE 


IRONICALLY 
ENOUGH, THE 
SAME CAN BE 
SAID OF THE 

VERY MAN WHO 

BROUGHT ABOUT 

THAT PEACE. 


RADIANT 
THE LIGHT, 
THE DARKER 
THE SHADOWS 
FALL. 


THE FREAKIN 
HELL's BREAK. 

THIS 

FOR? 
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we y AN 


a 


Se as 


H-HEY!! WAIT! 
WHAT THE--7?/ 
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WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
THOSE 
ARISTOCRATIC_ 


LC 
wA FEMALE. SWS 
warrior Must Yl) 
BE A RARITY! 


I'M SOME 
EXOTIC BEA sri) | 


(ee 


emg 


WHAT MADE WHAT 
BIG SIS CASCA THE HECK 
THE DEMON GO . Mi HAPPENED 

FLUTTERING Ae). 

AROUND 
LIKE THIS? 


I ONLY DRESS 
LIKE A MAN 
BECAUSE IT'S 
EASIER TO MOVE 
AROUND! IT'S NOT 
LIKE I DO IT 
FOR KICKS/ 


THINKING 
ABOUT IT, 
IT'S BEEN YEARS 
SINCE I LAST 


WORE A SKIRT... fi : 


AND I'M $0 
MUCH MORE 
MUSCULAR 


=WHEWWWWWe. 
I'M NO 
GOOD AT THIS. 
I'M MUCH MORE 
COMFORTABLE 
SWINGING A 


BUT I GUESS 

I SHOULDN'T 
TRY THINGS I’M 
NOT USED To. 

REVEALING CLOTHES 

LIKE THIS MAKE 
ME FEEL I'LL 

CATCH A COLD. 


YEAH, YOU LOOK A LOT 
I'D BETTER THAN THOSE 
PROBABLY I'VE NOBLE GIRLS FLOCKIN’ 
STEP ON ONLY EVER 
HIS FEET. : DANCED AT 
MY VILLAGE 
FESTIVAL 
WHEN I WAS 
A CHILD... 


YOU'VE 


THOUGHT 
I'D SEE 
IT FOR 
MYSELF 


ASK HIM 
FORA 
DANCE? 


HAPPENED 
YOUR ATTITUDE? 


+e THESE 
PAST 
THREE 
YEARS 
SINCE T 
MET YOU 


ALL THE = N aia 
THINGS HE'S 


«AND ALL 
HE'S GOING 
TO TRY TO 
GET FROM 
HERE ON 


I OUT... 


THOUGHT 
I'D COME 
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YOU'RE 
REALLY ff 
SERIOUS? ; 


EVERYTHING |] 
GRIFFITH, || 
MYSELF, 

AND 
EVERYONE || 
ELSE HAS || 


LIVE HIS |W f 
MAJESTY, af 

THE 
>) KING!! 


4 iy \y 


&Y T'M GONNA 
ENJOY THE 
“] AIR A BIT 
(| MORE. CAN'T 
STAND 
LISTENING 
TO THE KING 
DRONE ON. 


THERE'S 
ONE MORE 


AIN'T THAT A 
LITTLE CRUEL, 
GRIFFITH? 


3 SHOWED UP 
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THE REST 
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TONIGHT. 
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e | FOREMOST, 


WHILE AGO, 
A SPECIAL ENVOY 
FROM CHUDER 
BROUGHT WORD 
| THAT AN ARMISTICE |\—2 
AGREEMENT WITH 3 
OUR KINGDOM [z= 
HAS BEEN 
SIGNED. 


WE THANK FROM 


“i ARE MORE THAN A >, IS OUR HEARTS ALL 
AS FEW WHO SPEAK OUT Bx Salers iy, THOSE WHO HAVE 
XS = IN OPPOSITION TO < WW ¢ ENDURED THIS 

: 2 THIS ARMISTICE. LENGTHY TIME OF 
Si) WA d TRIAL ALONG 
% 2 Fi S = ny Withee 
Sel HATRED OF CHUDER fy 
— Lag j; AMONG THOSE WHO 
TBECS HAVE LOST FRIENDS 


AND LOVED ONES TO 


PERSISTED FOR THREE / 
GENERATIONS. 


7 SINCERELY 
SYMPATHIZE 
| WITH THEM. 


HOWEVER, THE 
REBUILDING OF 
OUR WEARIED 

KINGDOM IS FAR 

MORE URGENT. 


TOWARDS 
OUR 
KINGDOM'S 


IT HAS CONTINUED TO 
BE SAID THESE HUNDRED 

gd, YEARS THAT THE CAP- 
Yes @ TURE OF DOLDREY WAS 
\ 2 4 IMPOSSIBLE, BUT WITH 
THEIR BOLD, UNIQUE 
BRAND OF VALOR 

THEY HAVE FINALLY 
ACCOMPLISHED IT. 
bY ff. 
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AS YOU 
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, BAND OF THE 

a HAS BEEN OUR HAWK LED BY 

: KINGDOM'S — 

: %| COUNT GRIFFITH 

N MOST FERVENT ff) = DEMONSTRATED 
the PRAYER SINCE ff)  EXCEEDINGLY 

‘i THE DAYS OF GREAT MERIT 

TWO KINGS LEADING 


TO THIS 
ARMISTICE. 


THIS IS A BIT HASTY 


EXCUSE OF US, BLT ITIS A 


«WE PLAN TO WAN Zan ME, TIME FOR CELEBRATION 
PRESENT COUNT Ni} ) WN un PLEASE AND THUS WE SHALL 
GRIFFITH AND THE ‘ ‘> i) \ LET ME INFORM ALL OF YOU. 

) THROUGH. 


BAND OF THE HAWK 7 
WITH THE MIDLAND /? 
ARMY'S... 


HE \ THE 


SAlp THE ~_ WHITE 
\ PHOENIX 


PERHAPS 
APPROPRI- 
ATELY... 
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ALSO WE i WHITE 
SHALL BEKNIGHT INS 2) PHOENIX 
ALL OF THE BAND GENERAL 

OF THE HAWK'S GRIFFITH AND 
CURRENT UNIT | : THE WHITE 
COMMANDERS PHOENIX 

WITHOLIT EXCEPTION KNIGHTS. 


PHOENIX | By 2 ease Tem To 
GENERAL 
GRIFFITH!! 
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TH KSC 
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IT'S ABOUT 
THAT TIME... 


MINISTER 


FOSS... 


WHATEVER 
IS THE 
MATTER? 
YOU DON'T 
LOOK LIKE 
YOU FEEL 
'T LIKE 
YOU. CERTAINLY 
YOU AREN'T 
AFRAID 
NOW? 


THAT ISN 


7 eal 
wilh 


oa 


E NOW THEN, 

S TO THE 

. ~ BIRTH OF 
/ \, x 


MIDLAND. YO 


HEROES... 


sf - \ = <. 
Nt LJ 
SS 
/ is f\ / 
AY SAN 
Al 1 
S EF 
Sa 
ay 


LET ME 
THROUGH te 


Cp ITI 


Wt pale I 
WAG 


A iy 


TOAST. e 
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aA 
SHINN ' 
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a Mi dali ( 
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GRIFFITH 
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(eS : wy) — 
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,, CY a aa Soe 
ia Bao as 
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Re 


w THAN eg 
B57 COMMONERS HEHEH. THAT WAS 
=>. 4 LIKE US COULD EASY. I JUST 
\ =| GET FROM TEN MADE MORE 
| YEARS OF 


<4 HONEST 


THAT BORING 


sn 
DISHWASHING 
aCe. 7. I JUST NEED 
TO GET AWAY 
HN? FROM THE CITY 
TONIGHT... 


a 
AY 


EVERY- 
THING WENT 
ACCORDING 


I NEVER 
EXPECTED 
THINGS TO 
PROCEED 


YES, IT WAS 
IMPRESSIVE, 
MINISTER 
FOSS. 


AH... AM 
GRATEFUL. 


TRICK . voll 
5j OF THE 
EF) CANDLE- 

LIGHT. 


IMAGIN- 


dice Gi A 


zi \ 


NAMES BUT WE REALLY 


WOULD ARE SAFE, YES? 
you BE MADE WHAT OF THE 
NEEDN'T PUBLIC. SLIM CHANCE 
THAT SERVER 
IS CAUGHT 


AND SPEAKS 


..-FROM ONE OF 


YOUVE 
MY SUBORD- LITTLE 
TAKEN INATES THAT WHILE 
HE HAD BEEN AGO A 
DISPOSED REPORT 
is CAME 
IN... 


TACTICIAN! THE 
MINISTER WAS 
OVERQUALIFIED 
FOR THIS. 


NOW OUR 
MIDLAND 
ARMY CAN 
FINALLY 
REGAIN ITS 
FORMER 


BD gx A 
WS COMMON-BORN 
- WHITE PHOENIX 
GENERAL... 
OUTRAGEOUS! 
LOW-RANKING 


IT NEARLY 
MADE FOR 
A HEINOUS 
PRECEDENT. 


CENTER OF 
GOVERNMENT 

IN THIS 
IGDOM MUST 


AND YET ; 

THAT MAN ROE) 
OF HUMBLE Wk Se 7S KIN 
ALWAYS BE 


ORIGINS § PRA? OC 
TRIED TO... WAT) RESERVED FOR 
WHAT DO ti @: (| THOSE OF US 
THE PEOPLE \V Dy\G7S)_.<\ FROM DIGNIFIED 
E Z KNOW ABOUT | ‘\ BLOODLINES. 
YOU ALL =e RULING A A 
FOR YOUR ip 2 KINGDOM?! E-*s 
—~yor 6 WE ALMOST “ 
} BECAME THE \, 
LAUGHINGSTocK |! 
OF THE WORLD. } 
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POSSIBLE BY 
BACKING. 


HER MAJESTY" 


S... 

“1 SOMETHING'S 
BEEN PUSHED 
AGAINST THE 

DOOR ON 
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WHAT'S 
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MEANING 
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ee 


| 


TOMBSTONE OF FLAME (1): END 


ROK 
SW \\\ A . 


\ 


ALL OF YOU 
AT ONCE. 


NATURALLY, IF 
I HAD TAKEN A 
FATAL DOSE I 
REALLY WOULD 
HAVE DIED... 


NOSTRUM, 
A HYOSCYAMUS- 
BASED MIXTURE 
THAT PUT ME IN 
A TEMPORARY 
STASIS CLOSE 
TO DEATH. 


We) 


DOCTORS 
WERE SURE 
YOU WERE 
DEAD!! 


IT 
WAS NOT 
POISON 
THAT 
PASSED 
MY LIPS. 


I WAS SIMPLY 


CALLED LUIPON S- 
BY HER MAJESTY SPARE 
AND MINISTER ME!! 
FOSS!! I HAD 
NO DIRECT 
INVOLVEMENT 


IN ITI! 


SCHEMING 


: 4 
OVER THINGS }+ » \S 
FROM BEHIND SS se. 
YOUR DESKS. fe “at 


ZN 


GRIFFITH! ( 


Sohne 


yl 
Wb 


SPECTATOR 
SEATS 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD. 


MEAN TO 
KILL ME?! 


. COMMONER LIKE “Sra SMe” JUST LIKE 
ACKNOW youlscons & Me YOUKILLep © 
LEDGE 1€ 7) TO BURN ME, 4 sus! 
H THE QUEEN ff 
ITH! OF MIDLAND, 
TO DEATH?! 


THOSE WHO 
DIE ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD ARE 
NOT ROYALTY, 
NOBILITY, OR 
COMMONERS. 


ARE THE 
DEFEATED 
WHO DIE. 


MNS \ £ 


J 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER? 
A MAN 
OF YOUR 
CALIBER, 
TREMBLING. 


ARE YOU 
FRIGHT- 
«BECAUSE ENED... 


+ OR IS IT 
BECAUSE YOU 


TOOK PART 
IN THE you 
ASSASSINATION BETRAYED 
OF A QUEEN? YOUR 
COMRADES? 


HOW DID 
YOU COME 
TO KNOW 

ABOUT OUR 


PERMIT MY 
EXISTENCE. 


I HAD 
PREDICTED 
YOU WOULD 
BECOME MY 

ENEMY... 


BUT 
YOU ARE 
DIFFERENT, 
MINISTER 
FOSS. 


AT THAT 
INSTANT... 
WHEN A MAN 
IS FACED WITH 
SOMETHING HE 
TRULY FEARS, 
HE CANNOT 
IGNORE IT. 


ols 
SE 
w3k 
(ome) 


\\ 


AN 


ES: : 
7 
a Naie 


HE CAN 
BECOME 
SUBORDINATE 
AND FALL 
UNDER ITS 


CAN STRIKE 
IT OUT 
AND ERASE 
THE FEAR. 


ee BETRAYED 
YOUR 
FEAR. 


| T'VE LONG 
KNOWN THAT THERE 
BUT SOMEONE WERE MORE THAN A 
FEW AMONGST THE 
AS SHREWD AS 
CONSERVATIVES IN 
YOU WAS CERTAIN 
COURT WHO DID NOT 
TO ROUND THEM 
THINK WELL OF ME, 
UP AND GO ABOUT 
BUT I WASN'T ABLE 
TRYING TO 
RENCE ME: TO DETERMINE 
SPECIFICALLY WHO 
THEY WERE. 


a 
“RY = THE QUEEN 
Gj HERSELF 
WOULD PLAY 
A PART WAS 
UNFORESEEN. [f 


YES, THE 
, H-HOW COULD 
REASON I CANT WI THIS BE?! JUST 
STOP TREMBLING | po ou cri Eves 
ISN'T BECAUSE T II ee oo 
BETRAYED MY THAT INSTANT?! 
COMRADES...NOR FI Viale rT een 
: THAT THIS = ae I Tae DANCING TO 
j — I WAS AN THIS MAN'S 
=  MANIS -— ACCOMPLICE TO ae cle 
DREADFULI!! ‘Ss : ie oer SINCE THEN?! 


4A 
<, 


.- LET'S NOT 
ALLOW SOME 
SILLY ENMITY 
TO LINGER 
BETWEEN US. 


/ THERE'S NO 
| LONGER ANY 


NEED FOR 
THIS BLOOD 


OATH I 
CONFISCATED. 


+ WE 
CAN BE 
AMICABLE 
HENCEFORTH. 


I WILL \ : HOW?! HOW, WHEN 
RETURN ep HE'S DONE SO MUCH... 
TO YOU 
WHAT I 

“ PROMISED. 


4h 
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IME 


ELISE... 
YOU'RE 
A : SAFE!! 
CALL IT AN : : YOU DON'T 
EMOTIONAL : 
REUNION, 


WE DIDN'T 
GIVE HER Y 
A SINGLE OF COURSE, ; 7 STAKE OLIT THE 
sen cap mS) AS PROMISED, ‘ KID’S LESSON 
NS WE WERE AV % fo SCHEDULE FoR 
SCREAMED / JN courteous /f ; ee [| A WEEK, THEN 
AND CRIED. /, . WITH HER. WAIT FOR HER 
Z ! 2 ’ A CARRIAGE... 
WE WOULD IF YOU NEED 
VERY MUCH 
/ ANYTHING 
LIKE TO _ |i ELSE DONE, 
CONTINUE DEAL- | / ’ 
ING WITH YOU /. 
FOR A LONG 
TIME, SIR. 


) rm» fo | 
LACK J 
ig 


NOT TO 
MENTION 
PROFIT- 

ABLE. 


WE'LL suer\ C'MON, IF HE 


USE THIS : TRIES TO 
KIDNAPPING [77 CUT TIES 


AGAINST 


WHO THE 
HELL ARE 


THAT 
TAKES 
CARE OF 


TO THINK 
THEY THREW 
THEIR LIVES 

AWAY FOR 


"| IT BEATS A 
3 SOLDIER'S } 
MEAGER 

= WAGE. 


MONEY'S 
THE KEY 
TO ALL 


THEY DID 
THE WORK 
TO EARN 


I CAN'T 
PREDICT THE 
FUTURE, BUT 

PROBABLY... 


re 
iw i 
y “ 


I 
THINK 
HE'S 
LEARNED 
TODAY'S 


NS 


= 
BE 
=< 


WK 


I DOUBT ANYONE'D 
EVER SUSPECT 
, SOMEONE WHO 
CRUEL? f NEARLY DIED 
PULLING IT OFF. 


BUT Y'KNOW, 
THE CASTLE'S 
GONNA BE UPSET 
AGAIN BY ALL THIS. 
THIS ONE NIGHT'S 
SEEN A MOUNTAIN 
OF CORPSES WITH 
THE QUEEN 

ON TOP. 


THANKFULLY, 
NOT ONE 
PERSON WHO 
COULD NAME 
YOU IS STILL 
AROUND. 


I 
INVOLVED 
YOU IN 
THIS 


FILTHY 
SCHEME... 


WHAT KINDA 
QUESTIONS 
THAT FOR THE 
GUY WHO 
KILLED A 
HUNDRED 


DANGEROUS, 
TAXING 
WORK TO 
you... 


--PART 
OF THE 
PATH 
TO YOUR 


you 
BELIEVE 
THAT, 
DON'T 
YOU? 


YM PY 
YY Y YW 


LY, 


YOU GOTTA 
GET BACK 
QUICK SO 
CASCA 
AND THE 
OTHERS'LL 
STOP 
WORRYIN’. 


- = A ~—~< uP AT THE 
gare an | =e ‘SA CELEBRATION 
SEE... ae 4 : : WEARIN' A 

= DRESS. 
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IT WAS TERRIBLE. , 
CASCA HASN'T BEEN \ \\ ny 
HERSELF EVER S) )) 


SINCE YOU FAINTED, 
GRIFFITH. LD 


SS SK AN ‘ 
Vana NTH \ ( 
Maa PV 


SS 
: (LLIN 


SEVERAL DAYS LATER, 
THE QUEEN'S ROYAL 
FUNERAL WAS HELD 

IN A SPLENDID YET 
SOLEMN MANNER. 


Se 


%4 


A fe, THE ENIGMATIC 


DEATHS OF 
THE QUEEN 
2 RUMOR. IT WAS AND THE 
Zz SAND THAT IT ZZ) CONSERVATIVE 
A HAD BEEN “\\" MINISTERS, 
-<—-THE WORK OF ji*/ ALONG WITH 
4 h\2 CHUDER HARD- THE ATTEMPTED 
\f LINERS oR ASSASSINATION 
T\ POSSIBLY AN 3 OF COUNT 
ASSASSIN FROM K GRIFFITH ON THE 
SAME NIGHT... 


“MI SEEKING 
TO OBSTRUCT, 


IN 
(3 POSSIBLY TO BE 
Sea MEK CONNECTED TO’ 
\ TT\\THE INCIDENTS WERE 
| “If DISCOVERED < 
\ OUTSIDE WINDHAM 
CASTLE XN 


+. VANISHED 
INTO THE 
DARKNESS. 


SO, HEY! THIS 
CHICK WAS A 
WORK OF ART! 4. [ik 


‘7 


CASCA 
WHERE'RE 


BATHROOM, 
PROBABLY. 
S'COLD, 
AFTER ALL. 


> 


; 


«- ALREADY \ 


MADE UP 
MY MND 
ABOUT IT. & 


ALL THE TROUBLE 


THE BAND OF 
THE HAWK 
HAS GONE 

THROUGH IS 


STARTING TO FF 


PAY OFF...IT 

ALL STARTS 
HERE, 
RIGHT? 


KNOWING 
THAT... 
ATA 
TIME LIKE 


, 


I WAS ON 
BAD TERMS 
WITH You 
FOR A 
LONG TIME... 
BUT WE'RE 
COMRADES 
WHO'VE 
BRAVED 
DEATH 
TOGETHER. 


+e REMAIN 
BURIED 
IN HIS 
DREAM 
LIKE 
THIS. 


ait: 
WIPHMAKHaivay  Z 


At (Poo 
NW 
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\\ \if MAR 


Sw 
LY 
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HIM FROM 


a 
x 
ee 
Fe 
SQ 

= 


LEAVING. 


GIVE IT mil 

Arest \) sews HEY, 
FOR NOW, |: HEY 
CORKUS. FELLAS. 


~~ 


wy q 


= 


SA, 


Wy 
LIL) ir 


BUT WHY, 

THOUGH? 

I MEAN, 

NOW ALL [/ 
OF A / 

SUDDEN... \t 


Tor AIN'T 


' DECIDED 
eerore SHUVEN 


OUR LAST 
DISPATCH. 


\ 


THEY GAVE ME, A 
WANDERING MERCENARY 


ARE YOU 

4 DISSATISFIED 
OR SOME- 
THING? 


FIGHT, MY FIRST TASTE 
OF COMRADERY... 38% 


THAT'S NOT 
SOMETHING 
THE OLD YOU 
WOULD'VE 


THESE 


IT'S BEEN A BIG 
FESTIVAL OR years 
SOMETHIN’ ALL REALLY 
THIS TIME. HAVE 


BEEN 
FUN. 


NO WAY I'M 
DISSATISFIED. 


THEN WHY 


WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH I'M SIR IN THE 
ME TRYIN’ CORKUS. 
MY HAND AT UNIT 
A GIRL OR COMMANDER 
TWO INA IN THE 
BAND OF 


THE HAWK!! 


THEN IT’S 
SMOOTH 


alle TO TOP IT IF YOU WALK 
SA LAN OFF, WE'RE DOWN THE ae 
IN THE GONNA BE STREET, KIDS AND Sarees A 
WOMEN SWARM YOU! ng rite 
NOBLES AND NO WONDER! Tay eee 
PRETTY WE'RE THE HEROES Menon ihe 
DM SOON! OF THE KINGDOM!! wea ceey Eai 


SO LONG 
TO THOSE 
MUSTY 
BARRACKS!! 
IF THINGS 
GO WELL WE 
COULD BE 
CASTLE 
LORDS!! 


NORMALLY < 
WE COULD |= 


COMMONERS NEVER 
LIKE US HAVE 
COULDN'T GOTTEN 
EVEN ANY OF 
DREAM 
OF IT! 


I CAN'T TELL YA HOW 
MANY BLOOD-STAINED 


WE MEMORIES T HAVE OF 
FINALLY ENEMY SWORDS NEARLY | 
MADE TAKIN’ MY HEAD OFF!! 
ITH WITH ONE FOOT 


PLANTED IN THE 


JUST LIKE 
YOU WERE 
THROWIN' OFF 
OLD CLOTHES... 
YOU ARE 
UNBELIEVABLY 
THICK! WHAT 
ARE YOU, 
SCREWED 
IN THE 
HEAD? 


A GUY LIKE YOU 
Y WHO ONLY KNOWS 
HOW TO KILL PEOPLE 
WOULDN'T BE ABLE 
J TODANCE WITH 
> LADIES AT PARTIES (Dy 


IT'S LIKE 
YOU SAID. 


DO 
ANYTHING 
BUT SWING 
MY SWORD. 


I HAVEN'T LEARNED WHEN I FIRST 
ANYTHING OFF THE KILLED A MAN, 
BATTLEFIELD SINCE sa I WAS A KID WHO 
THEN--AND I HAVEN'T WE STILL DIDN'T KNOW 
TRIED TO LEARN. SO RIGHT FROM 


KILLING 
TO 


THERE WAS 
NOTHING ELSE 
I COULD DO. 
THAT WAS 
EVERYTHING. 


HAD IF ONE 


LOOKED .ANY- PERSON } 
MY ONE... 
WAY... 


THAT BUT 
WOULDN'T — WANDERING THE 
DOME ANY — BATTLEFIELDS 

GOOD IN MADE ME 
TRYIN’ TO REALIZE... 
_ SURVIVE. 


IT WAS JUST 
SOMETHIN’ 
OF A CHILDISH 
COMPLAINT. 


INCIDENTALLY... 


I FOUND 
SOMEONE 
I REALLY 


HE WAS 
TRYING 
TO TAKE 
HOLD OF 
EVERY- 
THING. 


+ THINK 
IT COULD 
HAPPEN. 


«-- THERE'S 
NO ROOM 
AT HIS 
SIDE FOR 
THE 


«HE HAS TO 
ALWAYS HONE 
HIMSELF TO THE 
VERY LIMIT. 


CLEAR THAT 
BECOMES... 


+ THE 
MORE 
DAZZLING 


«BUT IN 
ORDER FOR 
HIM TO 
AIM SO 
HIGH... 


+BY 
ATTAINING 
SOMETHING 
OF MY 
OWN. 


— = os d a 
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RON Te 
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ONLY ONE 


1 CAN'T ATTAINING 
STAND SOMETHING 

LOOKING OF MY 

DOWN ON OWN. 


7. yaw) 
AR lin 
[FRX 


wo | 


CAN'T 
BE 
SERIOUS!! F 


AND YOU'RE 
=) CAPTAIN OF THE 
i) HAWK'S RAIDERS, 
A POSITION YOU DIFFERENT 
DON'T DESERVE/! ps FROM US!! 


STAND 
BESIDE 


WHAT 


I WANT IS De 
SOMETHING - eA INTERESTED 
SE... im IN STUFF 
oe ARO lao ass 
OR RANK. 


SOMETHING 


SOMETHIN’ 
LIKE THAT War : 4 
WERE EASY TO” AMS . WIN FOR 


FIND, NO 4 ij YOUR- 
ONE'D EVER (FR (20 

HAVE TO 

SUFFER! (f/ 


NORMAL PEOPLE USE THEIR 
OWN STRENGTH AND 
TALENTS TO COME TO 

TERMS WITH THEIR REAL 


EVEN IF YOU'RE LUCKY 
ENOUGH TO FIND IT, 
ONLY A SMALL HANDFUL 


LIVES AND MAKE 
DO THE BEST THEY CAN!! 


AN 
UNREALIZED 
DREAM'S JUST 
A LOAD OF 
CRAP! STRAIGHT 
OUTTA THE 
HORSE'S 


OF PEOPLE GET TO 
BE WINNERS// 


THERE'S 
PLENTY OUT 
THERE WHO SAY 
ALL YOU NEED 
IS A DREAM/! 
IT MAKES ME 
SICK TO LOOK 
AT ASSHOLES 
LIKE THAT!! 


ALL YOU NEED'S 
A DREAM, HUH? 
THAT'S SOMETHING 
WEAKLINGS WHO 
CAN'T FACE THE 
TRUTH SAY! 


I CAN'T STAND 

TO HANG WITH 

THE BIG BABY 
ANYMORE! 


sulN SPITE OF ALL 
THAT, HE USED TO 
LEAD A BAND OF 
THIEVES. 


JUDEAU, 

I'M DONE 

FOR THE 
NIGHT. 


WELL, IT WAS 
ONLY ABOLIT 

TEN MEN, AND TIMES 
WERE TOUGH. THEY 
CROSSED THE BAND 
OF THE HAWK 
_ AND SURE 
\ ENOUGH 
\ | GOT mc 
}) IN THEIR 
PLACE. 


/ Tuere was \ 
GOMETHING HE 1h) 
TOO WANTED /$izat 


EVER SINCE 
THEN, HE'S 
BEEN ONE 
OF OURS. 


I'M BETTER 
THAN AVERAGE 
WITH SWORDS 
AND KNIVES... 


BEEN A 
JACK 
OF ALL 
TRADES. 


WITHOLIT 
I HAVE A 
QUICK 


() 4 | NN 

we 
ak 
i] | 


{ 


BEEN . 
ANYTHING. / 


elF I 
COULDN'T ; 
BE THE BEST, : THAT'S 
I'D FLY IN THE Z \ Why I 
WAKE OF THE DECIDED... 
ONE WHO SEEMS \ 
THE BEST. 


+. WHO 
NEVER 
WANTED 


ss>¥) 
KK 


WELL, 
“2, FROM ONE 
PERSPEC- 


AND 
MY OWN 
H SITUATION. 


..AND THE PROMISE 
OF PEERAGE AND 
KNIGHTHOOD DANGLING 
BEFORE YOUR EYES, 
ve+D ALL FOR SOME 
WONDER IF } VAGUE THING... 
SOME- 
THING'S Ht) 
WRONG? f 


seel'M SURE 
YOU COULD 
SPEND YOUR 
WHOLE LIFE 
CHASING 
ONE. 


AS CAPTAIN 
OF THE 
RAIDERS 


MAYBE THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH 
ALL MEN... 


sel SAID 
YOU'D FIND 
A PLACE 
TO BELONG 
HERE. 


YOUR... 
SOMETHING. 


UP WITH 
SUPPOSED RRR iy, YOU AND 
TO MEAN? / A 


elTS 
LIKE 
YOU'VE 


AND 
GRIFFITH... 


+eCAN'T 
BE WITH 
GRIFFITH. 


NIARE 
MWK 


way 


or NIN THAT CASE, EVEN V 


GRIFFITH WON'T HAVE 
\ | ANY OPPORTUNITIES THEY 
y TO SHINE SAY THE A MIRACLE 
MILITARILY. KINGDOM ITSELF. 
& PROBABLY ORDINARILY, 
y WON'T SEE YOU'D THROW 
WAR FOR YOUR HANDS UP 
SOME AND CELEBRATE, 
TIME. WITHOUT HOPING 
FOR ANYTHING 
MORE. 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
BEYOND 


LIKE 
YOU SAID, 
GRIFFITH 
ROSE UP 

FROM 

HAVING 
NOTHING... 


EVEN IF 
HE'S A 
GENERAL, 
HE'S STILL 
A SOLDIER, 


HEROIC 
SAVIOR. 


BESIDE 
EVEN HER 


HIGHNESS wt 
HE'D APPEAR , 
QUITE A RLM 


Daan 
COMPANION. 


f 
wash : Hi itt PRINCESS. 
aig : | 1 


AS FATE 
WOULD 
HAVE IT, 
GENERAL 
JULIUS, 
NEXT IN 
LINE TO THE 
THRONE 
AFTER HER 
HIGHNESS 


ADONIS, 
WHO WAS 
LIKELY TO 

MARRY HER, 
ARE NOW 
DEAD BY THE 
HANDS OF 
ANOTHER. 


y 


CATCHING 
PRINCESS 
CHARLOTTE 
IS THE 
FASTEST 
SHORTCUT 
TO 
GRIFFITH'S 
AMBITION. 


"DON'T. 


if 
ba) 


i} 


+ WERE 
MYSTERIOUSLY 
BURNED TO 
DEATH ON THE 
NIGHT OF THE 


ASSASSINATION j: 


ATTEMPT ON 


WHAT'S 
MORE, THE 
QUEEN, WELL 
KNOWN WITHIN 
THE COURT 
FOR HER 
SEVERITY, 
AND SEVERAL 
CONSERVATIVE 
MINISTERS... 


THIS 
MEANS 
THOSE 


WHO'D 
INTERFERE > 
WITH 
GRIFFITH'S 
AMBITIONS 
ARE ALL 
DEAD. 


WELL, THAT'S THE 
PROBABLY BY HIS PRINCESS... 
DESIGN... ANYWAY, SHE'S IN 
THERE'S NO WAY LOVE 


HE'LL MISS THIS WITH 
CHANCE. HIM. 
Vy 

\ 


"SO 
IT’S MORE 
THAN LOVE 
SHE FEELS 
FOR HIM...” 


"AS FOR CASCA, 
GRIFFITH IS TRULY 
SPECIAL. IT GOES 

BEYOND ANY FEELINGS 
FOR HIM... HE 
RESCUED HER FROM 
DESPAIR AND GAVE 
HER A NEW LIFE.” 


Sirs wy 


ip 


“THAT WOMAN 
CAN GRANT 
HIM THE THING 


“MOREOVER, 


HE MOST BESIDE HIM IS DESPITE 
DESIRES, THE WOMAN HE ALL HER 
THE ONE CAN'T AFFORD EFFORTS, 
THING CASCA TO REFUSE IN CAN SHE 
HERSELF | FULFILLING FIND 
DEFINITELY § [)\ HIS DREAM." HAPPI- 
CAN'T OFFER fp NESS... 


HIM." 


SHE'S A 
LOT BETTER 
THAN THOSE 
NOBLE GIRLS 

WHO ONLY 

KNOW HOW 

TO DRESS 
UP. 


ey 


%& 
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BO 
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LS 
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Makan 


“IT’S HARD 
TO FIND 


Ss 


FOR 
NOW... 


IT 
REALLY 


FOR YOU, 
THOUGH. 


t - he 
Fis nenae| panna 


‘Ss 
mantle 2 


aN 


pat 


THIS 
IS 
FAR 
ENOUGH. 


Xs 


Joon'r YOu 
LIKE... 


TURE C1): END 


mini 


‘THE MORNING DEPAR 
& Wey td 


4 
y, 


IN) 


Meyer 


HE MORNING DEPARTURE CHAP 


SSS 


CuT 
IT OUT, 


RICKERT./ 


DOESN'T 
EXPLAIN 
ANY- 
THING!! 


AREN'T THE 
HAWKS JUST 
LIKE FAMILY 
TO YOU, 
GUTS?! 


GUTS IS 
THE RAIDERS’ 
CAPTAIN... 
HE'S VITALI! 


WE WERE INVINCIBLE 
BEFORE HE JOINED!! 

HE AIN'T THE ONLY 
REASON THE HAWKS 

SINCE IT’S GOT SO STRONG/! 
COME TO THIS, ; 
LISTEN UP! 


| ee a) SS Y'WI's 


= 


TO BE 
HONEST, 
I AIMED MY 
BOWGUN 
AT YOUR 
BACK MORE 
THAN JUST 
ONCE OR 
TWICE IN 
BATTLE. 


GETS 
UNDER MY 
SKIN LIKE 


---NEVER 
BECOME 
GRIFFITH. 


LIKE YOU'RE 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO'S 
SPECIAL!Y, 


& J LIKE YOU'RE THE 
\ ONLY ONE WALKIN! 


SOME PATH OF 
PROFOUND 
SUFFERIN’ 

THAT NO ONE 

UNDER- (Ae 
STANDS!! AN 
\) 


pe 088 


‘1 


THAT FACE... 
LIKE YOU'RE 
IN SOME 
KINDA 
AGONY OR 
SOMETHIN'// 


7 (Uy 


MAKE SURE 
YOU WATCH } ge, 


NOW THAT 
YOU'RE NO 
LONGER ONE 


\ 


ed 


ON i 


if i 


BELONG 
TO ME. 
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I WON 
YOUR FIGHT YOU WITH 
AND YOUR DEATH, 
I HOLD BOTH. 


WANT TO 
LEAVE MY 
GRASP, 
THEN IT'LL 
BE THE 
SAME AS 
THAT TIME... 


YOURSELF 
AWAY BY 
YOUR 
SWORD. 


We 
| Ali 


cl Wig Dy 


ae 
he 


fu) 


just }i 
SMILE... || 


YOU'RE 
REALLY 


sno b, 
5 
ON RR 


COMRADES 
ARE GONNA 
CROSS 
SWORDS?! 


GRIFFITH, IF “t 
YOU SHEATHE 
YOUR SWORD 
WE CAN TALK!! 


ea 


6 
Lithia g 


P-PIPPIN?! 
WHAT'RE 
YOu--?! 


DID YOu 

FORGET, LIVING THIS 

4} LUXURIOUSLY AMONG ISA 4 

THE REGULAR ARMY? | | SWORD- [ik 
WHAT'S TAKEN BY FIGHT!! 


WHAT'RE WE GONNA THIS IS THEIR 
DO WITHOUT BUSINESS. IT'S 
4 NOT FOR US TO 
INTERFERE. / 


THAT'S BEEN 40) sit 
ouR wAy \ i | 

SINCE EVEN ! 
Berore (() J 

COMING TO : 
MIDLAND. 


i 


| | 
| 


MERCEN- 
ARIES 


= F754 2 


DOING 
THINGS. 


-1S SHE 


HERSELF EVEN oe 
AWARE THAT | 
SHE'S BEGUN dapat Mt 


TO CHANGE? 


SOMEONE WHO bog 


pene { } it 
WOULD NEVER YOUR EXPECTATIONS- 


DEPEND UPON - YOUR CONFIDENCE IN {ih EIU as 
ANOTHER’S DREAM...1 1. ME AS YOUR SOLDIER St SA FO ~~ STARING 
SOMEONE WHO |W 15 VANISHING INTO THIN Zee DOWN AN 
WOULDN'T BE COM- 4 AIR, SOI CANT =< LE \ ENEMY. 
PELLED BY ANYONE, ||)’ COMPLAIN IF YoU \Y EE f° \ MAKES 
BUT WOULD 2 ME. Z \) ae 

DETERMINE AND i) Upp 

PURSUE HIs OWN | 4ZZZ Yy 

REASON TO LIVE... | | WY, 


BUT 
STILL... 


-- EVEN 


AND SHOULD 
ANYONE TRAMPLE 


THAT DREAM, YOU SO 
WOULD OPPOSE THAT'S 
HIM BODY AND WHY... 
SOUL...EVEN IF 
THE THREAT WERE 


ME, MYSELF... 


WHAT I 
THINK A 
FRIEND IS, 


MAYBE LOSIN' AN 
ARM'LL WAKE HIS 


HE'S THESE PAST 
EXPOSED THREE YEARS 
HIMSELF TO 
GUTS HAS CUT 
DANGER MORE HIS OWN PATH 
THAN ANYONE FAK. THROUGH THE 
ELSE IN THE \ BATTLEFIELD 
BAND OF THE AS CAPTAIN 
HAWK... GRIFFITH OF THE 
IS CERTAINLY A RAIDERS. 
GENIUS WHEN IT , 
COMES TO 


SWORD w 
TECHNIQUE... ¥* 


BUT GUTS" SKILLS 
HAVE BEEN SO WELL 
HONED ON THE LINE 
BETWEEN LIFE AND “=, 
DEATH THAT YOU SWC 
COULD SAY HIS IS We 
A SWORD OF wer 
GE! ox 


.& FACE LACKS 
“& ITS USUAL 


STRENGTH 
IS EQUALLY 
MATCHED! 
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FEELING 
STRANGELY 


phy 


Y YET 
Ni 2 gins 
V/, > AGAINST 
so “YZ GRIFFITH &| 


\ 


THERE'S & ve al 
NO Way 
2 ICW ~ lym 
DROP My = 
ya GUARD. 


STARTED WITH Z 
A DUEL, NOW 
IT ENDS 


zy a, pat 
Vey” Nut, 


2 : y BS rs mice 
SPILLIN’ f ES MORE FITTING 
BLOOD OVER _ THAN SOME 
IN YOUR F 
EYES. 


EVERYTHING 
WILL STAY 
ge AS IT HAS 


«) 


I CAN'T SENSE 
YOUR TYPICAL 
BRAZEN FIGHTING 
SPIRIT. YOUR EYES 
REMAIN CALM. 


$0 


THAT'S AND YET, 
HOW THEY'RE 
FIRM POISED, 
YOU DEVOID OF 

ARE IN PRECARIOUS- 
YOUR NESS. 


RESOLVE. 


IF I CAN, 
MY SWORD 


LAST PAST 
TWO OR 
THREE 
STRIKES. 


«iY 
Wg 


I] 


NN 
jo 


] 
Tym 
ny 


SLICE INTO 
THE TOP 
OF HIS 
SHOULDER!! 
THERE'S NO 
MY SPEED 
OnHER TECHNIQUE AND TIMING CAN'T 
BE OFF EVEN 
BEAT HIM NOW... = SLIGHTLY... IT’S 
IF SUCCESSFUL, = ) | == a STRIKE I WON'T 
EVEN GUTS ) A BE ABLE TO 
WOULDN'T ESCAPE SS, LiYfYA4,  CONSTRAIN. 
m ) y Yl 14 
SSS _ : li (GZ 
GY Y/y 
4% Wi, , 
WL Ae THE INSTANT Z 
‘A OUR SWORDS 
MEET, THE 
PRESSURE FROM 


B= His ALTERS THE 
ARC OF MINE EVEN 
NS 


UNHARMED. 
vv, 
4 


hy 
eo) 


Is, Nw if, 
: , AN ay, UL, 


EVEN 
THEN... 


YY 
Yy 


I i 


2S 


BIQ 


BZ 
AAA 


yin 


iN fe ® 


, 


seein 
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1 GUTS REALLY 
LEFT Us... 
WITHOUT 
EVEN 


IT'S...A 
FLUKE...IT 


MORE | 
DISTANT... 
FARTHER 


ALL RIGHT. 
YOU'LL 
STAND UP. 


SOON... 
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IT’S LIKE 
STUMBLING 
ON A ROCK 

ON THE 
ROADSIDE. 


IT’S ALL 
RIGHT. 


AND 
YOU'LL 
START 

WALKING. 
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This is the back of the book! 


This manga collection is translated into English but oriented in right- 
to-left reading format at the creator's request, maintaining the 
artwork’'s visual orientation as originally published in Japan. If you've 
never read manga in this way before, take a look at the diagram 
below to give yourself an idea of how to go about it. Basically, you'll 
be starting in the upper right corner and will read each balloon and 
panel moving right to left. It may take some getting used to, but 
you should get the hang of it very quickly. Have fun! 


THIS TOWN? 
DON'T YOU 
MEAN 


A ip A A A RE i A RE. UT AR al gE SR Ge nN 


: unabated. The two ‘warring kingdoms, vying ‘for supremacy, launch 


headfirst into ‘what will become the final battle. Spearheading the 
Midland forces: ‘are the Band of the Hawk, led by the charismatic 


_ Griffith, with the fearless Guts as his trusted champion. Should the 
Hawks triumph again: on, the battlefield, ‘the war with Chuder may 
end, but the secret. war within Midland may begin as those who seek 


to rise within the court see the ‘ambitious Griffith as an obstacle 
to obtaining power. And Ys hee is more’ formidable bres 4 an. queny 
unseen! _ ne F ey : 


created by Kentare Miura, Berserk i is inuuleval manga mania at its 
bloodstained best, a volatile concoction of raging. action, abyssal 


horror, and graveyard humor that has the initiates lining up for more 
and. the faint hearted Mending for the a) Thank you, sir, may I have 
= another! . . 


ive éplicctian is translated into sirens but oriented in right- -to- left 
n sepipy format, as oggmally published. 
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